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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed May 19, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

On pages 7-9 applicant argues that Matsui et al fails to disclose, teach, or 
suggest the following limitation, "first setting means for setting whether or not a data 
forniat of the image information determined as of an object by the moving means should 
be converted based on user input" as described in Claim 1, It is noted in Figure 12 
shows a user input window wherein the user can select various such as selecting the 
source device, setting in and outpoint for editing material as further described in Column 
24 Lines 35+. It is further described in Column 26 Lines 55+ that the user has the 
option of saving the edited material as further described in Column 27 Lines 20+35. 
Thereby the conversion of the present file type to a different file type (i.e. jpeg could be 
saved as a gif) and thereby would convert the data through user selection and thereby 
meeting the limitation. 

Although, all of applicant points are understood the examiner can not agree and 
therefore the rejection is maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by 
Matsui eta! (US 6,674,995). 
[claims 1, 5, and 6] 

In regard to Claims 1, 5, and 6 Matsui et al discloses an information processing 
apparatus and method capable of copying image information recorded on a first 
recording medium onto a second recording medium, comprising: 

• display control means for controlling displaying of a copying operation 
window which includes a first icon corresponding to the first recording 
medium, an image information icon corresponding to the image 
information recorded on the first recording medium and a. second icon 
corresponding to the second recording medium (Figure 38 shows the 
display control means for displaying the various operations occurring in 
the system. The figure shows three recording mediums (local storage, 
VTR, and server) wherein data streams are recorded or copied from the 
user selected commands to the various recording mediums as further 
explained in Column 8 Lines 42-58); 

• moving means for selecting and moving one of the at least one image 
information icons on the copying operation window (Figure 12 shows the 
operation of selecting and moving one of the image information in window 
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96 for copying or editing of the scene as further explained in Column 26 
Lines 63-67 through Column 27 Lines 1-8); 

• determining means for determining of the moving means moves the one of 
the at least one image information icon to the second icon (Figure 16 
determines which images have been moved from each icon as further 
described in Column 28 Lines 9-39); 

• means for requesting a user input based on a result of the determining 
means (Column 28 Lines 9-39 describes the appearance of the time line 
and the determining of the movement of images and thereby alerts user of 
the result); 

• first setting means for setting whether or not a data format of the image 
moving means for selecting and information determined as an object of 
copying by moving means should be converted based on the user input 
(Figure 12 shows a user input window wherein the user can select various 
such as selecting the source device, setting in and outpoint for editing 
material as further described in Column 24 Lines 35+. It is further 
described in Column 26 Lines 55+ that the user has the option of saving 
the edited material as further described in Column 27 Lines 20+35); 

• readout means for reading out the image information corresponding to the 
one of the at least one image information icon selected by said moving 
means from the first recording medium (Column 6 Lines 52-64 describes 
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reading out the information corresponding to the image information icon 
that was previously selected to move to another recording medium); 

• conversion means for converting the data format of the image information 
read out by said readout means based on the setting of said first setting 
means (Column 7 Lines 7-53 describes the conversion of the data stream 
depending on the readout of data of that selected recording medium); and 

• writing means for writing the image information read out by said readout 
means or the image information converted by said conversion means onto 
second recording medium based on the setting of said first setting means 
(Column 7 Lines 7-53 further describes writing the information that is 
converted onto another recording medium, such as a VTR). 

[claim 2] 

In regard to Claim 2, Matsui et al discloses an information processing wherein the first 
recording medium is built in said information processing apparatus, and the second 
recording medium is an external storage medium which can be removably connected to 
said information processing apparatus (Column 7 Lines 7-53 describes the various 
recording mediums as further seen Figure 1 with the built in storage mediums 6a and 
local storage 8 as well as a removable recording medium found in the VTR 7 that is 
connected to the system through lines slO and si 1). 
[claim 4] 

In regard to Claim 4, Matsui et al discloses an information processing apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising second setting means for setting whether or not 
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the image information of an original determined as the object of copying should be 
deleted, and deletion means operable in response to a result of the setting of said 
second setting means for either deleting or placing into a disabled state the image 
information of the original of the object of copying recorded on the first recording 
medium after the processing of said writing means is completed (Figure 12 shows the 
system wherein it is possible through the control panel 96 to delete programs that have 
been processed via copying or recording). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matsui et al 

(US 6,674,995). 

[claim 3] 

In regard to Claim 3, Matsui et al discloses an information processing apparatus 
wherein a conversion process is completed (Column 7 Lines 5-63); however, fails to 
disclose that the conversion means converts the data format of the image information 
from that of the MPEG 2 system to that of the MPEG 1 system. It is well known in the 
art to convert data streams with MPEG standard given backward compatibility in order 
to provide output for older MPEG systems. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the tinrie of the invention to use a conversion of MPEG 2 
to MPEG 1 in the system to allow for greater use through various systems. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 571-272-7384. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. Effective July 15, 2005, 
the Central Fax Number will change to 571-273-8300. Faxes sent to the old number 
(703-872-9306) will be routed to the new number until September 15, 2005. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jamie Vent 
07/27/2005 




lames /.Gmody 
SUpenisoiyM Examiner 



